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to the rapid utterance of the two vowels of which it
is composed. This cannot, however, be the right view,
for if such were the case any combination of two vowels
might become a diphthong, as there is no difficulty in
quickly pronouncing any succession of vowels. Yet how-
ever quickly the Italian flauto, for instance, is pronounced,
the diphthong au is never heard, but always fla-u-to
(trisyllabic), although in poetry flau may be used as a
single syllable. The true character of the diphthong
must, therefore, be traced to other causes. What these
causes are will appear when we have discovered in what
way the vowel-combinations constituting real diphthongs
are distinguished from other combinations.

In the first place, it must be observed that the two
vowel-sounds forming a true diphthong are never of the
same value. One of the two is always distinguished by
its richer sound and stronger accent. This peculiarity
is most striking in cases where the same diphthong is dif-
ferently pronounced, at one time the first vowel and. at
another the second predominating in the manner de-
scribed. An interesting example of this fact is afforded by
the different pronunciations of au and ei which are to be
observed in the Swabian dialect. In Frau, for instance,
the a predominates, but in Maus the u; and thus, again,
in theilen the e predominates (or rather the a, as if it were
written thailen), and in treiben the i. That we have here a
real fundamental difference is shown by the fact that the
diphthongs having this distinction suffer a different fate
in the various dialects; for instance, the au in Frau fur-
ther north, in the Hessian dialect, becomes a (fraa), but
remains unaltered in the Alemannic dialect; on the other
hand, the au in Maus is changed in the Alemannic dialect
to an u (Muus), and remains unaltered in the Hessian
dialect; in the same manner theilen in the Hessian dialect